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N O T E :  N O T  A L L  I M M I G R A T I O N  S T A T U S E S  A R E  R E P R E S E N T E D  H E R E .
P L E A S E  S E E  Y O U R  H A N D B O O K  F O R  M O R E  D E T A I L S



Allows undocumented

students attending college

in NY State to apply for

state-funded aid (TAP)

One single application for all

scholarships

Allows undocumented students to

qualify for Excelsior Scholarship

Application and User Guide are

now available on HESC website

hesc.ny.gov/dream

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  D R E A M
A C T :  K E Y  P O I N T S



Requirements for Eligibility

If you live in NYS, you must have one
of the following:

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  D R E A M  A C T

U-Visa

T-Visa

Deferred

Enforced

Departure 

Temporary Protected Status

Without lawful status

(includes DACA)

In order to qualify for the NYS Dream Act, 



N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  D R E A M  A C T

AND you either

Attend an undergraduate program within five years of

receiving a NYS high school diploma

OR, student is charged the NYS resident in-State tuition rate at a

SUNY or CUNY college for any reason

OR, attend a graduate program within ten years of receiving a NYS

high school diploma

Educational Requirements for Eligibility

OR, received a NYS high school equivalency diploma (TASC/GED)

N O T E :  E L I G I B I L I T Y  F O R  T H E  N Y S D A  R E Q U I R E S  Y O U  T O  M E E T  O N E  O F
F O U R   R E Q U I R E M E N T S



QUESTIONS



N Y S D A  
A P P L I C A T I O N

P R O C E S S



THE NEW YORK STATE DREAM ACT HAS 2 PARTS THAT MUST

BE COMPLETED FOR FUNDS TO BE DISPERSED

N Y S D A  A P P L I C A T I O N

NEW YORK STATE HESC PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

INDIVIDUAL APPLICATIONS TO NYS FINANCIAL

AID PROGRAMS 

1.

2.



GENERAL TIPS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION 

If student is undocumented or their parents are

undocumented, they should remove the street address

and any parent names visible on the documentation

For a high school equivalency program graduate, the

HSE ID needs to be clearly present

Unofficial transcripts can be used with full name visible,

but it should show full grades. If the graduation year is

not marked clearly on a transcript, a copy of the

diploma may be necessary

Multiple files should be uploaded as a .ZIP file

1.

2.

3.

4.



GENERAL TIPS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION 

5. Acceptable types include -- .pdf, .tif, .png, .jpeg, .jpg, .bmp

and .xps

7. Students will receive emails from two (2) possible ISTS email

addresses. Both should be added to the contacts so that they don't

go to spam 

donotreply@applyISTS.com   

    

NYSDREAM@applyISTS.com



P A R T  1  :  
E L I G I B I L I T Y



AFTER A STUDENT HAS SUBMITTED THE ELIGIBILITY

PORTION OF THE NYSDA, THEY WILL SEE THIS MESSAGE.

THEIR ELIGIBILITY CANNOT BE CONFIRMED UNTIL THEY

SUBMIT THEIR ACADEMIC DOCUMENTATION 



ONCE A STUDENT HAS BEEN DEEMED ELIGIBLE FOR THE NYSDA,

THEY CAN APPLY TO INDIVIDUAL FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS 

***IN 2020,

THERE WILL BE

A TOTAL OF 25

PROGRAMS





MANY STUDENTS WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE TUITION

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WHICH PROVIDES UP TO $5165



THE TAP APPLICATION REQUIRES A STUDENT TO PROVIDE

INFORMATION ON WHERE THEY ARE ENROLLED IN COLLEGE



THE EXCELSIOR APPLICATION REQUIRES STUDENTS TO AGREE TO

LIVE AND WORK IN NY STATE FOR THE LENGTH AND TIME THEY

RECEIVED THE AWARD 



$80,000 for dependent undergraduate students

or independent students who are married and

have tax dependents, or independent students

who are unmarried and have tax dependents

$40,000 for married independent

undergraduate students who have no other tax

dependents

$10,000 for unmarried independent

undergraduate students with no tax dependents

I N C O M E  C E I L I N G S  F O R  T A P



I N C O M E  C E I L I N G S  F O R  E X C E L S I O R

Program open to eligible students from families

who earn up to $125,000 a year to attend a

SUNY or CUNY college tuition free



***STUDENTS WILL BE ASKED TO PROVIDE TAX

DOCUMENTATION AS PROOF OF INCOME



H O W  D O  Y O U  K N O W  Y O U  H A V E
C O M P L E T E D  A L L  T H R E E  P O R T I O N S ?



ONCE A STUDENT HAS COMPLETED THREE PORTIONS OF THE    

NYSDA, THEIR HOME DASHBOARD WILL LOOK LIKE THIS,

WITH THREE COMPLETED APPLICATIONS 

1

2

3



IF A STUDENT NEEDS ANY

ASSISTANCE IN APPLYING FOR THE

NYSDA, UNLOCAL WILL BE OFFERING

INDIVIDUALIZED HELP. PLEASE

CONTACT DIANA DIRECTLY

FOR ZOOM /PHONE CONSULTATIONS

  Contact: diana@unlocal.org

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  D R E A M  A C T



F E D E R A L  
F I N A N C I A L  

A I D



F I L L I N G  O U T  T H E  F A F S A

Why do it?

Students who are not eligible for Federal Aid,

depending on their process, should still fill out

FAFSA

Submitting FAFSA gets you a Student Aid

Report (SAR), which can be used to apply for

scholarships or institutional aid

If non-eligible student receives any aid, they

should return it immediately



F I L L I N G  O U T  T H E  F A F S A

Challenges

Undocumented students and their families

may not have SS numbers to file a FAFSA 

They may be fearful of reporting their tax /

financial information because of their

immigration status 

Many families do pay taxes via ITIN numbers

assigned by the IRS, others do not or have

inaccuracies within their past tax reports

*Recommend a printed copy 



F I L L I N G  O U T  T H E  F A F S A
DACA Students

Fill out FAFSA form as early as possible 

Ask parents to request IRS transcript

If a DACA student does have a SSN, they

should include it with their application



Do not submit FAFSA online

Use College Board's CSS Profile

Can fill out paper copy of FAFSA to submit

to individual institutions for in-house

calculations

Counselors should inform schools when

submitting CSS Profile or paper copy FAFSA

If a student does not have a Social Security
Number, fill out with all zeros

F I L L I N G  O U T  T H E  F A F S A
Undocumented Students



Sample FAFSA form for a student who is not eligible for

federal aid (e.g. DACA, TPS or without status)

fill in 0s for social security # leave blank Alien Registration Number

0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 2 7 1 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

s t u d e n t @gma i l . c o m



1 2 3 6 7 8 94 5 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 2 7 1 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

s t u d e n t @gma i l . c o m

Sample FAFSA form for a noncitizen student who is

eligible for federal aid (e.g. T-visa holder or asylee)

fill in social security # fill in Alien Registration Number

1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3



F I L L I N G  O U T  T H E  F A F S A

Enter all zeros for parent's SSN - do not use an ITIN 

Parents should sign printed form rather than use four-digit PIN

electronic signature

Request transcript from IRS before filling out

If parents do not have an ITIN, they can apply for one using W7

form found on irs.gov or by calling 311

We have never heard of a family being deported due to filling

out the FAFSA form

Students with Undocumented Parents



A L T E R N A T I V E S  T O  F E D E R A L  A I D
State-administered funding through

New York State Dream Act

Many scholarships are open to

students regardless of immigration

status - some are created especially

for undocumented students!

Information on specific scholarships at:

tinyurl.com/unlocalscholarships

I t  is crucial to plan

ahead financially,

starting as early as

9th grade!



A L T E R N A T I V E S  T O  F E D E R A L  A I D



QUESTIONS

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES



C U N Y  U N D O C U M E N T E D  C E N T E R



I N F O R M E D  I M M I G R A N T



QUESTIONS



Stay in Touch With Us:

@unlocalinc unlocal.org
646.212.8210

THANK YOU!

diana@unlocal.org


